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partlie heard report thereof before, begaune to have com-
passion upon her, and after that the countesse had rehearsed
all the whole circumstance> she continued her purpose,
saving: 4Now you have heard emonges other my troubles,
what twoo thynges thei bee, whiche behoveth me to have,
if I do recover my husbande, which I knowe none can helpe
me to obtain, but onely you, if it bee true that I heare,
which is, that the counte my husbande, is farre in love with
your doughter.* To whom the gentlewoman saied: *Madame,
if the counte love my doughter, I knowe not, albeit the
likelihoode is greate: but what am I able to doe, in that
which you desire?'   'Madame,' answered the countesse,
*I will tell you: but first I will declare what I mean to doe.
for you, if my determination be brought to effect: I see
your faier doughter of good age, redie to marie, but as.
I understand the cause why she is unmarried, is the lacke
of substance to bestowe upon her. Wherfore I purpose, for
recompense of the pleasure, which you shall doe for me, to
give so much redie money to marie her honorably, as you
shall thinke sufficient.* The countesse' offer was very well
liked of the ladie, bicause she was but poorer yet having
a noble hart she said unto her, * Madame, tell me wherein
I maie do you service: and if it be a thing honest, I will
gladlie performe it, and the same being brought to passe,
do as it shal please you.* Then saied the countesse: * I thinke
it requisite, that by some one whom you trust, that you give
knowledge to the counte my husbande, that your doughter
is, and shalbe at his commaundment: and to the intent she
maie bee well assured that he loveth her in deede above any
other, that she praieth him to sende her a ring that he weareth
upon his finger, whiche ring she heard tell he loved verie
derely: and when he sendeth the ryng, you shall give it
unto me, and afterwardes sende hym woorde, that your
doughter is redie to accomplishe his pleasure, and then you
shall cause him secretly to come hither, and place me by
hym (in steede of your doughter) peradventure God will
give me the grace, that I maie bee with childe, and so havyng
this ryng on my finger, and the childe in myne armes be-
gotten by him, I shall recover him, and by your meanes
continue with hym, as a wife ought to doe with her
husbande/ This thing seemed difficulte unto the gentle-
woman: fearyng that there would followe reproche unto